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said Chris.   " Ike only difference is that one

cloesa^ see them corning down in the country.
But there isn't so much difference as you would
expect. People are much the same everywhere!9*

<f But more sincere, 1 expect," said Lady N.

" No, I think not/' said Chris; " only a little
less sophisticated/*

" That means being rather cleverer than one
likes?" said Lady X.

" No, only behaving as if one were cleverer
than one really is/5 said Chris.

" Ah," said Lady N. with one of her provok-
ing smiles, " I see yon are cultivating a rural
frankness, Chris, But it becomes yon. Every-
thing does!"

Chris made a little bow. And then, fortu-
nately, Jane came trotting in* took both Chris's
hands and would not let them go* " Oh, Chris,
this is really nice/*

" Isn't it ? " said Northover. " The return
of the native. Bat we mustn't let our emotions
overpower us, Jane! "

" Oh, I must have my little          ! "

Jane. " It's only the old hen, welcoming back
her duckling from the pond."

" Well, well all look the other way if you
like/* said Norfchover. Whereupon the gallant
JaaCj in a mood of reckless exultation, made an
elderly bob at Claris, and            Mm on the